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so abundant that they form large reefs, Mi'.
Lonsdale, who has assiduously compared multi-
tudes of specimens from both systems, is of
opinion that there is not more than one species
common to the two epochs." Thus the hypo-
thesis of evolution, with its necessary pendant
of countless intermediary forms, is as flatly
contradicted by the widest inductions of fossil
physiology, as by the constant lessons of expe-
rience for four thousand years.

One crowning objection to the hypothe-
sis of evolution, as an inductive theory, still
remains. Its professed aim is to account for
the genesis of all fossil and existing species, by
regarding them as generated from each other*
But its true and logical result is wholly dif-
ferent, to abolish species altogether, and re-
place specific types of life by a vast and
immense range of individual diversity. All
bounds and limits of species, on this view, must
disappear. Life is a continuous function, like
the successive phases of the earth in its orbit,
from the polype to the lion, and from the
ascidian up to man. Now the larger our
knowledge of existing species, and the wider
the range of time over which our discoveries
extend, the more complete is the refutation,,
supplied alike by the present and the past, of